
Documentation Guidelines for Head Injury/Traumatic Brain Injury

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, a "qualified individual with a disability 
is one who, with or without reasonable modification to rules, policies, or 
practices, the removal of architectural, communication, or transportation barriers, 
or the provisions of auxiliary aids and services, meets the essential eligibility 
requirements for the receipt of services or participation in programs or activities 
provided by a public entity."  A person with a disability is anyone with a physical 
or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of such major activities 
as walking, seeing, hearing, caring for self, performing manual tasks, working or 
learning.  Head injuries are considered disabilities under the ADA if a major life 
activity is substantially limited.  Head Injury or Traumatic Brain Injury is 
considered a medical or clinical diagnosis.  

The following guidelines are provided to assist the college in collaboration with 
each student to determine appropriate accommodations.  Documentation serves 
as a foundation to legitimize a student's request for appropriate accommodations.  
Documentation from family members, immediate or otherwise, is not acceptable.  
A school plan such as an Individualized Educational Plan [IEP] or a 504 Plan is 
insufficient documentation.  Recommended documentation includes:

1. A clear statement and classification of the head injury or traumatic brain injury 
including date of injury and classification and dates pertaining to history of 
multiple concussions (as applicable).

2. Documentation should reflect the current level of functioning and is 
dependent upon the disabling condition, the current status of the student and 
the student's request for reasonable accommodations).

3. A summary of cognitive and achievement measures used and evaluation 
results (neuropsychological report) including standardized scores or 
percentiles used to make the diagnosis.

4. A summary of current residual symptoms and cumulative damage (as 
applicable and as a result of repeated injuries) which meet the criteria for 
diagnosis.

5. Medical information relating to the student's needs should include the impact 
of treatments, medications, devices or services currently prescribed.

6. Suggestions of reasonable accommodation(s) which might be appropriate at 
the postsecondary level are encouraged.  These recommendations should be 
supported by the diagnosis.

All documentation is confidential and should be submitted to:
Gaston College Counseling Center
Attention: Special Needs Counselor

201 Highway 321 South
Dallas, NC 922-6224
FAX: (704) 922-2345

http://www.bcltechnologies.com/allpdf/

