INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE
MECHANICS
Duties: Industrial machinery and maintenance
mechanics typically do the following:
• Read technical manuals to understand
equipment and controls
• Disassemble machinery and equipment
when there is a problem
• Repair or replace broken or malfunctioning
components
• Perform tests and run initial batches to
make sure that the machine is running
smoothly
• Adjust and calibrate equipment and
machinery to optimal specifications
• Detect minor problems by performing basic
diagnostic tests
• Clean and lubricate equipment or
machinery
• Check the performance of machinery
• Test malfunctioning machinery to determine whether major repairs are needed
• Adjust equipment and reset or calibrate
sensors and controls
(See reverse for more information.)

For more information, contact
Carol Faust at 704.922.6521
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Industrial machinery mechanics, also called
maintenance machinists, keep machines in good
working order. To do this task, they must be able
to detect and correct errors before the machine
or the products it produces are damaged. Industrial machinery mechanics use technical manuals, their understanding of industrial equipment,
and careful observation to determine the cause
of a problem. For example, after hearing a
vibration from a machine, they must decide
whether it is the result of worn belts, weak motor
bearings, or some other problem. They may use
computerized diagnostic systems and vibration
analysis techniques to help figure out the source
of problems. Examples of machines they may
work with are robotic welding arms, automobile
assembly line conveyor belts, and hydraulic lifts.
After diagnosing a problem, the industrial
machinery mechanic may take the equipment
apart to repair or replace the necessary parts.
Industrial machinery mechanics also do preventive maintenance.
In addition to working with hand tools, mechanics commonly use lathes, grinders, or drill
presses. Many also are required to weld.

Quick Facts: Industrial Maintenance
Mechanics
2015 Median Pay
Job Outlook, 2014-24

$48,410 per year
$23.28 per hour
Increase of 16%
(Much faster than
average)

Data obtained from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics,
published: December, 2015
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/installation-maintenance-andrepair/industrial-machinery-mechanics-andmaintenance-workers-and-millwrights.htm#tab-1

www.gaston.edu

